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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  
Green Competences
for Ecotourism in the Danube Region
8th of June 2015, Hotel Casa Comana, Comana, Romania
European Context

The Europe 2020 strategy recognizes that "greening" the economy is a multidimensional challenge and therefore must be addressed through cross-cutting measures at the sector level that include targeted economic, employment and skills development policies along with policies for industrial development, innovation and competitiveness. 

In its 2012 Communication, "Towards a Job Rich Recovery"
, the European Commission has indicated that the green economy is one of the key strategic domains for economic growth and job creation to overcome the ongoing employment crisis and increase industrial competitiveness.
The ET 2020 Strategic Framework underlines the need for national education and training systems to promote, based on the lifelong-learning principle, in the initial education and through vocational training the knowledge, skills and competences, in general terms as basic requirements for all and specific ones to the occupations that the green economy and the "greening" of economies generates. 
Danube Region Context
The Danube Region represents a vast and diverse region that encompasses several countries at different levels of economic development and with different environmental policies which influence the eco-system of this region in a very diverse way. 
The European Union Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) supports the goal of sustainable growth in the region. The promotion of "green tourism", e.g. sustainable tourism activities in national parks and nature reserves, cycle tourism, agro-tourism, development of new and existing cultural routes in the Danube Region, plays an important role in this context. Strengthening green tourism and the "greening of tourism" require new skills and competences in the tourism sector.     
In the framework of Priority Area 9 "Investing in People and Skills" (PA9), responsible for enhancing education and training systems in the Danube Region, the Romanian Ministry of National Education and the National Centre for TVET Development, proposed the establishment of an experts group on green competences in the tourism sector. The working group will explore the emerging needs in "green competences" and priorities for developing respective vocational education and training provisions in the Danube Region.  

In this context the international conference on "Green Competences for Ecotourism in the Danube Region" aims at the following objectives:
· inform the participants on the main developments in the field of ecotourism in the Danube Region and on the arising need of new skills/competences;

· map the existing initiatives and relevant activities in the region;

· engage multiple stakeholders in identifying concrete future actions in the area of green competences  in tourism and their provision in VET. 
Participation

Representatives from:

· Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

· Ministries of Education from the Danube Region;
· European Training Foundation (ETF);

· KulturKontakt Austria;

· Relevant institutions from different countries participating in the EU Strategy for the Danube Region - EUSDR;
· Companies in the field of Ecotourism;
· Romanian Sectoral Committees in Tourism and in Environment Protection;
· Tourism associations;

· VET providers.
Practical detail regarding accommodation for participants:

Hotel Ibis Gara de Nord (Link to map)
Calea Grivitei 143, Sector 1
10708 Bucarest, Romania

Tel. (+40)21/3009100 

Fax. (+40)21/3009098 

reservations@ibishotels.ro 

Please note that the conference will take place in Hotel Comana. A transport to and from the venue of the conference to the Hotel Ibis Gara de Nord, located in Bucharest, is organised for all participants.
	Conference Agenda
Venue of the conference: Hotel Comana, Comana (Link www.casacomana.ro, Link to map)


	At 8:00

9:00 – 9:30     
9:30–10:30
	Departure from Hotel Ibis Gara de Nord, Bucharest
Meeting of all participants in front of the hotel
Registration of participants
Market Place of Ideas: Ecologically Friendly Ways of Exploring the Danube Region (fair of Ecotourism providers)  
Plenary Session: Setting the Stage

Chair : Gabriela Liliana Ciobanu - Director of the National Centre for TVET Development 
· Official opening and welcome
Carmen Podgorean
General Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Coordinator for EUSDR

Liliana Preoteasa
Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Education and Scientific Research
Monika Mott
Head of Education, KulturKontakt Austria
Jörg Musterle
Project manager, EUSDR Priority Area 9 "Investing in People and Skills" 
· Key Note: Christian Baumgartner, response & ability, “The Relevance of Ecotourism in the Danube Region: Latest Trends and Challenges”  


	10:30-11:00  
	Coffee break 


	11:00-12:00
	    Panel discussion  - Competences for “Green Tourism” in the Danube Region 
    Moderator: Monika Mott, KulturKontakt Austria
Panel: 
Stephanie  Blutaumüller
Danube Competence Center, Austria
Christian Baumgartner  
response & ability, Austria
Ovidiu Slimac  
Danubian Green House, Romania
Constantin Șerban  
GreenTourism  Ecological Association
Zoica Vlăduț
National Centre for TVET Development, Romania
    Plenary discussion



	12:00-15:00
	    Visit of the National Park Comana (Lunch on the site)

	15:00-16:45
	"World Café": How to enhance Green Competences in the Tourism Sector – the way ahead  


	16:45-17:15

	    Short reports from the discussions  

	17:15-17:30
Around 18:00
	   Conclusion and Closing Message
Gabriela Liliana Ciobanu - Director of the National Centre for TVET Development
   Departure from Hotel Comana, Comana
Meeting of all participants in front of the hotel


� EC (2012), Towards a Job-Rich Recovery, COM (2012) 173
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