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DRAFT CONCEPT
EXPERTS GROUP – Green Competences for Ecotourism in the Danube Region
9th of June 2015, Bucharest, Romania
Context

The European Union Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) supports the goal of sustainable growth in the region. The promotion of "green tourism", e.g. sustainable tourism activities in national parks and nature reserves, cycle tourism, agro-tourism, development of new and existing Cultural Routes in the Danube Region, plays an important role in this context. Strengthening green tourism and the "greening of tourism" require new skills and competencies in the tourism sector.     

In the framework of Priority Area 9 "Investing in People and Skills" (PA9), responsible for enhancing education and training systems in the Danube Region, the Romanian Ministry of National Education and the National Centre for TVET Development, proposed the establishment of an experts group on green competences in the tourism sector. The experts group will explore the emerging needs in "green competences" and priorities for developing respective vocational education and training provisions in the Danube Region.

The objectives of the experts’ group:
· act as a facilitator for common developments in TVET, in the field of green competences for Ecotourism in the Danube Region
· mobilising the interest of the EUSDR participating countries for the topic of green competences;

· mapping the existing initiatives and relevant activities in the region;

· identifying good practices on green competence and debating the possible policy responses;

Proposed actions:
· elaboration of a joint application for a TVET international project in the field of green competences for Ecotourism in the Danube Region;
· participating in the tender that will be launched as part of the future envisaged  Erasmus+ Programme, Key Action 2: Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices; co-financing from EU is up to 75% of the total eligible costs.
· joint implementation of the project.
	Experts Group Agenda



	8:30 – 9:00     
9:00–11:00
	Registration of participants

Official opening and welcome

Representative of the Romanian National Centre for TVET Development 
Representative of the Ministry of National Education and Research of Romania
Priority Area Coordinator of EUSDR PA9  
Tour de table – short presentation of each expert’s background, represented institution and areas of interest in the field
Presentation of the objectives, possible actions and envisaged results of the experts’ group
Presentation of a first draft proposal for an application on TVET international project in the field of green competences for Ecotourism in the Danube Region


	11:00-11:30
	Coffee break
 

	11:30-13:30
	Plenary discussion on key aspects for common actions


	13:30-14:00
	Conclusions and agreement on next steps

	14:00-15:00
	 Lunch
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